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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

The 2018 legislative session adjourned on March 8. After going into triple overtime 
last year with a record 193-day session, we were happy to wrap up our work 
within our allotted 60 days this year.

I’ve enjoyed being back home, reconnecting with our communities and providing 
overviews of the legislative session. This session had its share of highs and lows, 
which I’ll discuss in this newsletter.  

The Legislature won’t reconvene again until January, but please know my job as 
your state representative continues year-round. If you ever have questions, need 
help navigating state government, want to express a concern, or simply have an 
idea that will better our communities and state, please don’t hesitate to reach out 
to me.

Thank you for allowing me to serve you! 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Jay Rodne 
5th Legislative District

Spring 2018

Hits and misses of the state budget 
Legislators approved a two-year $43.7 billion budget last year and adjusted the 
spending plan in the 2018 supplemental budget earlier this year. 

Hits
Fulfilled our constitutional obligation under the McCleary lawsuit: 
Over the past two years, we have made historic investments in K-12 education. 
It now represents more than 50 percent of the state budget. These investments 
coupled with the passage of House Bill 2242 last year should mean we have 
met our constitutional obligation to fully fund education according to the state 
Supreme Court’s 2012 McCleary decision. 

While the high court endorsed House Bill 2242 as a constitutionally compliant 
policy and applauded our efforts to boost education funding, they did retain juris-
diction of the case in September because the state was not on track to reach full 
funding by September 2018 – the deadline established in the original ruling. In 
order to reach this deadline, lawmakers provided an additional $776 million in the 
2018 supplemental budget to fund salaries for the 2018-19 school year. 

The Legislature recently issued its final report to the court, and we are awaiting 
their final ruling. 
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Funding for mental health 
prioritized: The past two years, we have 
made a number of significant investments 
to help address behavioral health 
issues and improve our mental health 
institutions. Some of these investments 
include $60 million to increase staffing 
levels and improve quality of care at state 
hospitals, $9 million to continue operation 
of the 24 contracted forensic restoration 
beds for our most acute individuals and 
$19.2 million to maintain and open new 
forensic beds, $3.5 million for supportive 
housing slots for those transitioning out 
of state hospitals or other facilities, and so 
much more. 

No new taxes: This year, the Legislature 
saw proposals for a carbon tax that 
would have increased the costs of gas, 
electricity, and natural gas between 
5 and 10 percent, and a capital gains 
income tax. We also saw an effort for a 
sugar tax, inspired by Seattle's tax on 
sugar-sweetened beverages. All of these 
proposals failed.

Misses  
Major spending increases: This budget 
is unsustainable. Its irresponsible spending 
decisions amount to a nearly 16 percent 
increase in spending since the previous 
budget was enacted. At a time when 
our economy is doing well, we should 
be making decisions that will help the 
good times continue, not put us in a bind 
in the event we face future economic 
uncertainty. 

Diverts money away from state’s 
rainy day fund: Recent forecasts 
have placed our revenue collections at 
$2.3 billion over the four years since 
the underlying budget was enacted. In 
biennia during which the state experiences 
extraordinary revenue growth, a portion 
of the revenue must be transferred to the 
Budget Stabilization Account, otherwise 
know as the state’s rainy day fund.   

Sadly, this year the majority party used a 
budget gimmick to avoid this requirement 
and diverted more than $700 million 

away from this account. Although their 
move didn’t specifically violate state law, 
it could put us in a problematic situation 
in the event our economy takes a hit. 
Economists have estimated there is an 88 
percent chance we could see a recession 
within five years.   

Scant property tax relief:  The good 
news is some property tax relief was 
approved during the 2018 legislative 
session. The bad news is it may amount 
to too little, too late. The spending plan 
passed by lawmakers in March only 
provides $390 million in property tax 
reductions for 2019. For a $300,000 home, 
you’ll be looking at receiving roughly $90 
back but this won’t kick in until 2019. 

Republicans offered proposals that would 
have provided meaningful relief this year. 
Unfortunately, the majority party didn’t 
allow those proposals to advance.

No ST3 car-tab relief this year Despite Republican efforts to implement real 
relief from skyrocketing car tabs, you will not be seeing any reductions in your tab fees. While 
I favored Republican proposals introduced earlier this year, I did support Democrat-sponsored 
legislation in January that would have provided some, albeit minimal, relief. Unfortunately, an 
agreement could not be reached between the House and Senate majorities, and a bill never 
came up in the final days of the 2018 legislative session.

In this display, State Spending (NGF-P) 
is defined as General Fund-State, 
Education Legacy, Opportunity 
Pathways, and Dedicated McCleary 
Penalty in FY19. Other dedicated state, 
federal and local accounts are excluded. 
Data through 15-17 are actual 
expenditures; data for 17-19 include 
the FY18 Supplemental Budget as 
passed the legislature (prior to partial 
veto); data for 19-21 are preliminary 
Outlook projections. Historical data 
adjusted for federal AARA, timing of 
certain payments and certain one-time 
appropriations to other accounts.

Biennial State Spending for Operating Budget Programs

Dollars in Billions



Addressing Washington’s 
opioid crisis

Our state and nation are facing what has been 
called an ‘urgent health crisis.’ In 2015, an 
average of two Washingtonians died a day due 
to opioid overdose. In 2016, opioid overdoses 
led to nearly 700 deaths and 1,400 hospital-
izations in Washington state. This is a serious 
epidemic that requires immediate action.
This session, I co-sponsored House Bill 
2489, which addresses both the treatment 
and prevention of opioid use disorder and 
overdose. Specifically, it encourages the use 
of medication-assisted treatment and other 
evidence-based treatments, and seeks to 
eliminate barriers to access medications and 
services that may treat opioid use disorder. 
It would have also provided resources for 
local jurisdictions and first responders so they 
may appropriately intervene and assist those 
struggling with opioid addiction.
While the bill did not advance, there will be an 
opportunity for many of the provisions to be 
implemented during rulemaking this fall. 

2018 LEGISLATIVE REVIEW |  REP. JAY RODNE

Local projects receive funding in state construction budget
Lawmakers approved the 2017-19 capital budget toward 
the beginning of this year. This budget makes good on our 
state’s commitment to a quality education by investing $933 
million in school construction and modernization, prioritizes 
mental health by investing $136.5 million in community- 
and institution-based services (including behavioral health 
community capacity and making security updates at Eastern 
and Western State hospitals) and provides $106 million to help 
fund housing projects for veterans, victims of natural disasters, 
and supportive housing for the mentally ill. Two months later, 
legislators also passed a supplemental budget, which provided 
additional funding to projects throughout the state. 

Here are some of the 5th District projects that 
received funding:

• $9.78 million to remodel and add onto existing 
housing units to create a four-bed transitional treatment 
unit for females at Echo Glen;

• $3.1 million to improve the water treatment and 
stormwater system at the Fire Training Academy;

• $1.1 million for Black Diamond Elementary School;
• $268,000 for the Greater Maple Valley Veterans 

Memorial; and
• $100,000 for the Issaquah Teen Café.

Transportation budget funds key  
East King County projects 

Last year, the Legislature approved the 2017-19 transportation budget. Of 
the funding provided, nearly $9 million is being funneled to projects impact-
ing the 5th Legislative District. 

Chief among these projects is the I-90/SR 18 interchange project, which 
will improve travel times and safety at the interchange. The project was 
given $150 million in the Connecting Washington package, a 16-year plan 
that passed the Legislature in 2015, but the design of the project wouldn’t 
have begun until 2023. Sen. Mark Mullet, Rep. Paul Graves and I were able 
to secure an additional $5 million in the 2017-19 transportation budget to 
advance the project’s design process by six years so it could begin in 2017.

It’s well known that the I-90/SR 18 interchange is one of the busiest inter-
changes in Washington. Drivers who idle in traffic daily on I-90 waiting to 
merge onto the highway can attest to how dangerous the bottleneck can be. 
Commuters simply can’t wait any longer for congestion relief. Expediting this 
project’s timeline was a top priority for me last year, and it will indubitably 
help our economy and keep East King County families safer on our highways.

In addition to the interchange project, money was allocated to redesign the 
intersection at SR 900 and 12th Ave. N.W. in Issaquah and to repave the 
I-90/Front Street exit in Issaquah and a new street overlay in North Bend. 

This year’s supplemental budget also included $1 million in startup costs 
for SR 18 widening between Issaquah Hobart Road to Raging River, and 
$20,000 of a $20 million project for congestion management on SR 18 
between SR 167 and SR 410.



A new chapter

It has been a tremendous honor to serve the people 
of the 5th District and to serve alongside the many 
amazing men and women who have dedicated their 
lives to public service. As you may know, this will be 
my last term in the Legislature and I will continue to 
serve the residents of the 5th District until my term 
ends in December. 

The decision to put my legislative career behind me at 
the end of this term was not made lightly. Throughout 
my years of service, I’ve shared some wonderful 
accomplishments, faced struggles, and have made 
necessary sacrifices in order to best serve my fellow 
Washingtonians. Thank you for allowing me to be 
your voice in Olympia for an incredible 14 years.  
I will be forever grateful for the trust you placed in me.

Representative

Jay Rodne
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